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Chennai Centre for Global Studies
Chennai Centre for Global Studies (CCGS) is forum for public debate and evolution of public opinion on various issues that are of concern to the nation.  A group of intellectuals located at Chennai commenced their initiative and mission way back in 2008 under the forum Indian Centre for South Asian Studies. 
The high decibel political debate in recent times that preceded change in political leadership at the helm has created enormous expectations in the body polity. Bharath is once again at the proverbial crossroads of history. In the context of its trials and tribulations in the recent decades and of course with quite a good number of triumphs, it is cruising through challenging period indeed.  In the eyes of comity of nations, India has arrived.
The current scenario features a multitude of factors -–
· A vibrant free enterprise that had been defying socialist model and proving its worth and whose expectations have earned political legitimacy; no one feels guilt tripped over making money and more and more of it.

· demographic dividend resulting from ever growing younger population reaching higher levels of literacy and exposure

· the imminent political cost of clinging to failed economic models, chiefly the risk of ever-growing unemployment of teeming population

· technological developments across the globe and the ease at which it dispersed through a vibrant globalized market and the acclaimed track record of India in imbibing these

· creation of global level institutions that are considered necessary for smooth transactions between nations.   

· acute level of sensitivity towards deprivation of benefits to sections of the society and vibrant activism in fighting for remedy.
What is engaging the Intelligentia is an acute concern about how well prepared we are and how capable the present institutions are in meeting the challenges and achieving solutions.  The point of convergence among different opinions is that India needs a better economy that would go a long way in fulfilling the wants of its younger population. 
The Indians across the globe and the Tamil diaspora as a segment impacts and is impacted by the domestic developments. It is a relationship that reinforces mutually and achieves a grand synergy that has been demonstrated through the success of Indians at a pan global level. 
It is against the above background that a group of intellectuals conceived the idea of creating a forum which will provide a meeting ground of thoughts, ideas, opinions and action plans between our citizens engaged in economic and other affairs in different walks of life.  
Chennai Centre for Global Studies endeavors to reach out to the intelligentia and facilitate each and every interested person to contribute their best of efforts towards realizing the nation’s potential and leave a better India for next generation.
Citizens who are keen to be part of this movement are welcome to join us.

[bookmark: _Toc18101108]To sum up the major events, symposiums were organized as follows –
(1)	2008 on Deepening Political Crisis in Sri Lanka
(2)	2009 on Overseas Tamils Experience and Expectations
(3)	2010 on Emerging trends in Sri Lanka [I dont have any record of this]
(4)	2011 on action plan for global level Karyakarthas 
(5)	2013 - Akanda Tamil Ulagam – 1  (AKHTU-1)
(6)	2014, December – Stronger Economy for Resurgent India
(7)	2015, June - Malayain Tamils-A overview
(8)	2015, November - Make in India - (A Meeting of the nationalist minded business leaders)
(9)	2017, January - AKHANDA TAMIL ULAGAM – 2ND CONFERENCE 
(10)	2017, March - Tamil Diaspora – Myth and Reality
(11)	2018, July - Making India Globally Strong Challenges - Opportunities -Our Role
(12)	2018, September - TAMILS IN REUNION: LOSING CULTURAL IDENTITY
(13)	2018, December – 2 days Camp
(14)	2019, June - SOUTHEAST ASIA’S CULTURAL INDEBTEDNESS TO INDIA

Chennai Centre for Global Studies (CCGS) evolved into this new Avatar to pursue their objectives. CCGS is a trust registered (bearing No: 352/2016/BK4) whose founding trustees are two IT successful professionals namely, Shri.R. Sadagopan and Shri.N.S. Ragunathan.  
CCGS takes its mission forward with a team of intellectuals dedicated to nationalism.
[bookmark: _Toc18101109]To mention programs that CCGS organized.
1. [bookmark: _Toc18101110]On 13-Dec-2014 - “Stronger Economy for Resurgent India” – a meet of business leaders and intellectuals with vast experience and expertise on global affairs

CCGS commenced its activities with the program of Business Leaders Meet on Saturday the 13th day of December 2014. The theme of the meet was “Global Presence of Resurgent India”. 
Presidential address was delivered by Sri.N.S. Ragunathan a successful business leader and social activist.
The meet featured a panel discussion steered by the following eminent persons-
· Dr.S. Narayanan Former Economic Advisor to the PM, Former Secretary to Department of Revenue on the topic “India’s Economic Diplomacy”

· Sri.D.S. Rajan, Former Director, Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi, Distinguished Fellow, Chennai Centre for China Studies on the topic “Sino Indian Relations, Challenges Ahead”.

· Prof. V. Suryanarayanan Former Member, National Security Advisory Board and former director Centre for South and South East Asian Studies on the topic “India’s Neighborhood Diplomacy”.

2. [bookmark: _Toc18101111]On 22-Nov-2015 – “Make in India” – a meet addressed by intellectuals who were in government service and other professional

CCGS held a meet on the theme “Make in India” on 22nd November 2015. This meet was well attended and responded by participants who were from different fields. The program featured speeches by –
· on the topic “Make in India – New Initiatives” by Mr.M.R. Sivaraman former Union Revenue Secretary, former ED of IMF and Advisor to UN on countering terrorism.
He dwelt at length on the opportunities and challenges that India needs to handle to make this mission successful.

· On the topic “The Way Forward” by Shri. Arunkumar Davey, Founder of Mind Matters, Corporate consultant and Industrial Economist.  He elaborated on the approaches and strategies that are needed for this mission.

· Special address was delivered by Shri.Ravikumar Coordinator of Sewa International to sum up the track record of success that Indians had achieved since time immemorial and how this is sustained as evidenced by the success stories of Indians in various fields across the globe. His address carried the message “We made it”.

3. [bookmark: _Toc18101112]2015, June - Malayain Tamils-A overview in Hrawat Palace Mylapore.

The program has started with Tamil Thai Vazhthu and Sri.Ashokji has given the Welcome address.
Our swayasevak Sri.Ganesh Parasuram has delivered the speech with Visual presentation. He has covered about Malaysian country history and our Tamil people’s past history and current situation. His presentation is well detailed and he covered economics, religious freedom, politics and social status.  He highlighted about our Tamil people stateless conditions and economic situations

4. [bookmark: _Toc18101113]2017, January - AKHANDA TAMIL ULAGAM – 2ND CONFERENCE 

CCGS held a meet of Tamils from across the globe representing the Diaspora.  Titled as Akanda Tamil Ulagam – 2, (AKHU-2) at Golden Temple Sripuram (near Vellore) on 10th (Tuesday) and 11th (Wednesday) of January 2017.  
120 delegates from 22 countries including 15 CCGS volunteers participated in the conference. The theme of the conference was the ancient Tamil universal adage “YADUM OORE YAVARUM KELIR” (to us all towns are one, all men our kin), which is Tamil equivalent of  VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM, (World is one Family). 
The conference started with delegates visiting the Golden Temple for a special puja on 9th Jan evening. The conference was inaugurated on 10th Jan morning after Gho Puja and prayers. Dr.G. Viswanathan Chancellor of Vellore Institute of Technology delivered the Key Note Address. Shakti Amma’s blessings were conveyed to the delegates by Shri. Suresh Babu, Director of Sripuram.  Shri.Rajesh Sukul as representative of  Maha Rajguru of Thailand, conveyed the blessings of Rajguru. Prof. Dr Vannia Rajan delivered the welcome message and Ravi Kumar explained the purpose of the conference.
Prof. Suryanarayan set the tone of the conference by giving an Overview  of the Overseas Tamils.                 Shri. Su.Viswanathan, Shri. Sthanumalayan and Shri.Shyam Parande delivered special talks on Economic Principles in Thiru-Kural and Bhagwad Gita, Eternal Values for a dynamic society and Indian concept of Sewa. Dr. Shankar, Medical Director, Agarwal Eye Hospitals and Dr.Venkat Subbu of Darling Hotel Vellore & President, Tamilnadu Hotel Association also addressed the delegates
The meet featured a Special Lectures and Group discussion as followed.
Special Lectures
· Upholding Tamil Language and Culture		La  Ganesan
· Stateless People in Tamil Diaspora		Prof Suryanarayanan
· Concept of Sewa in Indian Tradition		Shyam Parande
· Eternal Values for Dynamic Society		Ko Sthanumalayan
· Economic Concepts in Kural and Gita		Su Viswanathan
· Need for Integration within Tamil Diaspora	Dr. Ramasamy
Group discussion
· Nurturing Future Generations
· Problems faced by Indian Diaspora 
· Economic conditions of Tamils in Diaspora
· Sewa activitis in Tamil Diaspora

Note 1: List of Countries participated – 22 
Australia, Bharat, Ethiopia, Fiji, France, French Re-Union Islands, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Kenya, Kuwait, Malaysia, Mauritius, Myanmar, New Zealand, Oman, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, UAE, USA,
Note 2: List of Sangha Adhikaris Attended - 12Sarvashri Prof Dr Vannia Rajan ji, Rajendran, Sthanumalayan, Sundar Lakshmanan, Samskrit Srinivasan, Shyam Parande, Sambamurthy, PM Ravi Kumar, Su Viswanathan, Vivekananthan (Prant Vidyarthi Pramukh), Gopi ji of Bharatiya Kisan Sangh and Rajasekhar Sewa Bharati.                                                                                                    

5. [bookmark: _Toc18101114]2017, March - Tamil Diaspora – Myth and Reality – 17.03.2017 @ New Woodlands Hotel, Dr Radhakrishnan Salai, Chennai

Book release by
The book succinctly describes the challenges facing the Tamil Diaspora today. It focuses attention on the policies of the Government of India and the Government of Tamil Nadu towards them and what steps need to be taken so that the Tamil Diaspora could retain its Tamil identity, while at the same time, remain loyal citizens of the countries in which they live

6. [bookmark: _Toc18101115]Making India Globally Strong Challenges - Opportunities -Our Role on 23.07.2018 @ Quality Inn, Sabari, Chennai
[image: ]
Speakers: 
1. Shri. M.S. Sundar Rajan – Ex- Chairman, Indian Bank
2. Shri. Jeyakumar – Vigyan Bharathi (Intl. Science Forum)
3. Shri. Ravi Kumar – International Joint Co-ordinator, SEWA INTL. 
The program commenced with the prayer by Shri. Ganpathy followed by the dance defining the patriotism.  
The welcome address was presented by Shri. Dhandapani welcomed the dignitaries.
Speech by the Dignitaries
1. Shri Sadagopan 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Briefed about the CCGS, In 2008 it was Indian center for south Asian Studies changed now globalized to   Chennai Centre For Global Studies. Highlighted the constraint of Tamil People from Sri Lanka, Malaysian.   Problems faced by China was discussed, conference named “Aganda Tamil Ulagam “held at Vellore.  “Seva International” helps people of Srilanka for education. 

2. Shri. Ravi Kumar
Spoke about Tamil Malaysians people at Jail and reason for poisoned.  Highlighted Women Tamil Central Minister.  Importance of Indian Youth, Education and Indian Students. Ratings of the Universities all over the World.  Innovations done and introduced by Indians.  Distinctions among the Countries. Indian peace keeping Pupils Empowerment of women and Children compared among other Countries. Foreigners joins the Indian Spirituals. Culture and Spiritual aspect.
3. Shri. M.S. Sundar Rajan
Enlightened Being Indian. Working population of Indians and envy of neighbors. Discussed on Average age in forthcoming Years, near future. Drawback of Engineers job Opportunity/seekers. Challenges faced by Indian Engineering Students. Banking / computer technology.  Make in India, Skill development, and other technology developments. Changes introduced in NCERT and Tamilnadu state Syllabus.  Challenges faced by Indian Unemployment. Enhancing student’s positivity and induction to Management possibility. Ended by saying “Knowledge is not to store but to share”.
4. Shri. Jeyakumar
Congratulated the crew of Chennai Centre of Global Studies for their initiatives. . Challenges faced while getting admission faced. Highlighted the overall aspect of challenge faced by the Indians. 

7. [bookmark: _Toc18101116]2018, September - TAMILS IN REUNION: LOSING CULTURAL IDENTITY
[image: ]

Dr. Kalai Selvam Shanmugam, President, Tamil Sangham, Reunion was in Chennai recently. The Chennai Centre for Global Studies arranged an informal get together with those involved in the study and research on Tamil Diaspora. In his candid and frank presentation, Dr. Shanmugam described the nature of their migration, the trials and tribulations they underwent and how, despite heavy odds, the Tamil community has made a mark in the social, economic and political life of the county. In order to understand their problems, it is necessary to highlight certain realities about Reunion.
Dr Shanmugam’s lucid presentation was followed by a lively discussion. On the specific question of different religious practices co-existing in Reunion, it was felt that any attempt to project one form of worship to be superior to another form will create divisions within the Tamil Society.
The audience felt deeply pained when Dr Shamugam pointed out that some Gurukkals (Temple priests) brought from Tamil Nadu were more interested in making money than in spreading the gospels of Hinduism. The Visva Hindu Parishad must immediately take corrective steps in this matter. 
Dr. Shanmugam highlighted and contrasted the policy being pursued by China in strengthening Chinese identity among the miniscule Chinese population. China, which has good relations with France, has opened Confucian centers in Reunion; these Centers teach Chinese language to the local Chinese and also encourage their regular visits to China. 
Dr. Shanmugam suggested that it will be a good idea if the Government of India provides facilities for the Tamils in Reunion to acquire Overseas Indian Citizenship. Dr. Shanmugam has acquired Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) cards. It was easy for him because he migrated to Reunion after independence; he had also the necessary documentation about date and place of birth etc.

8. [bookmark: _Toc18101117]2019, June - SOUTHEAST ASIA’S CULTURAL INDEBTEDNESS TO INDIA

[image: ]
On June 25, 2019 Chennai witnessed a spectacular and memorable meeting. The meeting was organized by Andal Bakthargal Peravai and Chennai Centre for Global Studies. The Guest of Honour was Phra Maha Raja Guru Bidhsrivisudhigun, the religious adviser and preceptor to the King of Thailand.  The Rajguru performs the religious rites associated with coronation as a result of which the King acquires divinity and gets the title of Rama. The entourage of Rajguru consisted of four people, and they were dressed in white dhoti worn up to the knees, a white buttoned up coat and white shoes. What was striking about the entourage was their well- oiled kudumi (tuft) which proves that their ancestors hailed from Tamil Nadu. There are 14 Brahmins today in Thailand, they are highly respected and they keep alive the Hindu traditions. In fact, they are unofficial Indian ambassadors in Thailand. 

2019, July – Veera Mangai Velu Nachiyar – un comparable and unique leader of her time

[bookmark: _Toc18101118]
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Global Presence of Resurgent India  Dec 2014.docx
Chennai Centre for Global Studies

Activity Report

Chennai Centre for Global Studies came into being in Nov 2014.  CCGS epitomizes the synergy achieved by confluence of thoughts of a group of intellectuals dedicated to nationalist ideals and to creation of a forum for public debate and evolution of public opinion on various issues that are of concern to the nation.

CCGS commenced its activities with the program of Business Leaders Meet on Saturday the 13th day of December 2014. The theme of the meet was “Global Presence of Resurgent India”. 

Presidential address was delivered by Sri.N.S. Ragunathan a successful business leader and social activist.

The meet featured a panel discussion steered by the following eminent persons-

· Dr.S. Narayanan Former Economic Advisor to the PM, Former Secretary to Department of Revenue on the topic “India’s Economic Diplomacy”



· Sri.D.S. Rajan, Former Director, Cabiner Secretariat, New Delhi, Distinguished Fellow, Chennai Centre for China Studies on the topic “Sino Indian Relations, Challenges Ahead”.



· Prof. V. Suryanarayanan Former Member, National Security Advisory Board and former director Centre for South and South East Asian Studies on the topic “India’s Neighbourhood Diplomacy”.



The discussion was followed by keen interaction by the audience with the panel experts.

Sri. Ravikumar International Coordinator of Sewa International delivered a special address on “Global Presence of Indians”.  This address described the success that Indians achieved across the globe in various spheres.

The meet was well attended by around 80 participants consisting of entrepreneurs, corporate executives, journalists and activists. The response to this first initiative of CCGS was overwhelming.  CCGS could establish contacts with business community.

					____________

CCGS conducted a program for a limited number of participants with a power point presentation by Sri. Ganesh Parasuraman on Tamils in Malaysia.

					_____________

Subsequently CCGS held a meet on the theme “Make in India” on 22nd November 2015. This meet was well attended and responded by participants who were from different fields. The program featured speeches by –

· on the topic “ Make in India – New Initiatives” by Mr.M.R. Sivaraman former Union Revenue Secretary, former ED of IMF and Advisor to UN on countering terrorism.

He dwelt at length on the opportunities and challenges that India needs to handle to make this mission successful.



· On the topic “The Way Forward” by Shri. Arunkumar Davey, Founder of Mind Matters, Corporate consultant and Industrial Economist.  He elaborated on the approaches and strategies that are needed for this mission.



· Special address was delivered by Shri.Ravikumar Coordinator of Sewa International to sum up the track record of success that Indians had achieved since time immemorial and how this is sustained as evidenced by the success stories of Indians in various fields across the globe. His address carried the message “We made it”.

CCGS plans to carry forward the tasks that are commenced with modest beginning. The enthusiastic response from the participants and the contacts developed so far is encouraging.  CCGS is fully aware of the critical need to substantially gear up the efforts further and achieve the mission of creating a public forum for nationalist minded thinkers to debate on various issues that are of concern to the present and incoming generation.  

This alone would ensure that a vibrant public opinion is generated and would provide the vital inputs for policy makers of the nation to chart out the path for the nation to achieve its full potential in ensuring well being of its citizens.

CCGS plans to embark upon the following in the above direction –

· Creation of a website for CCGS that would provide the venue for contacts to be established



· Conducting chamber hall programs for a smaller number of audience on various topics with main focus on the Tamil diaspora and their problems and concerns.



· Establishing contacts with student activists in various educational institutions that would make it possible to hold programs involving younger generation.
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Chennai centre for Global studies organized the event for Malayain Tamils-A overview on 27th Jun 2015 in Hrawat Palace Mylapore.



The program has started with Tamil Thai Vazhthu and Sri.Ashokji has given the Welcome address.

Our swayasevak Sri.Ganesh Parasuram has delivered the speech with Visual presentation. He has covered about Malaysian country history and our Tamil people’s past history and current situation. His presentation is well detailed and he covered economics,religious freedom, politics and social status.  He highlighted about our Tamil people stateless conditions and economic situations.

Following by his speech, there were some questions from the audience. The questions are

1. Why can’t our Indian government call our brothers to bring back to India?

2. What our Tamil leaders are doing for our brothers

3. How to improve the personal skills to live our brothers on their own.,,

Etcc.,



Sadagopan has given the vote of thanks and the program ends with Natioanl Anthem.



The next session is about Burma and the dates will be announced soon.



Namaste!
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Chennai Center of Global Studies

Malaysian Tamils





Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Malaysia Intro





Capital and largest city : Kuala Lumpur [Putrajaya (administrative)]

Official languages: Bahasa Malaysia | Official script: Malay (Latin) alphabet | Recognized languages :English

Elective Monarch and Constitutional monarchy – Lower and Upper House are elected representatives from people and Supreme head is elected by royal rulers | Population 2,96,28,392













Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Short History and Nomenclature	

Who is Malay currently?

“Malay” as a person who followed Islam, habitually spoke Malay language, conformed to Malay customs, and was born in the federation of Malaya or Singapore (before independence)

Bhumiputera  – sons of the Land.

Etymology

The word "melayu" in Malay may derive from the Tamil words "malai" and "ur" meaning "mountain" and "city, land", respectively









Time Line

Chennai Centre of Global Studies









Ganga Negara (2nd to 11th Century)Hindu Kingdom





Chi Tu (2nd to 6th) Chinese Influence





Kedah Tua Pallava Influence (5th to 9th)





Srivijaya Empire (650–1377) Cholas have been kings after Rajendra Chola





Chole influence (9th Centuty)





Malaysian Islamic rule and sultanates
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Chinese Story

24.6% of the Malaysian population 

Predominantly Buddhist.

Migration from China from 15th Centuary till 18th in four waves.

University admission has steadily increased from 44% in 1980 to 84% in 2005 compared to a national average of 81% and was the highest out of the three major ethnic groups in Malaysia

The Chinese are more likely to be involved in commerce and the modern sectors of the Malaysian economy

While the national home ownership rate in Malaysia was 91.7% in 2005, 92.9% of Chinese Malaysian households owned the home they lived in.

Chinese Malaysians played a major role in the development of the tin, petroleum, and rubber industries and also continue to own 85 percent of Malaysian retail outlets

In 2002, the Chinese Malaysian share of the overall Malaysian economy stood at 40%

Among emigrants, Chinese Malaysians form the largest outflow or brain drain amongst all ethnic groups in Malaysia

Chinese new year is celebrated and it is a public holiday.







Chennai Centre of Global Studies
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Pre-Colonial





Colonial-Large Migration





Current

Estate workers

brought as bonded labourers in British owned estates

Mainly rubber estates

Now Palm estates

Malacca Chettairs,Chiity Community

Heavily influenced Malay custom



Pre-colonial Malaysia was part of 'Indianised Kingdoms' like Srivijaya, Malacca,Kadaram and the Majapahit, which formed part of a cultural region known as Greater India

1786 to 1824 started a steady inflow of Indian labour.







Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Legal Entities

Malaysia is not a State party to the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons or the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. 

 Most importantly, the Federal Constitution provides that a child born in Malaysia “who is not born as citizen of another country” and cannot acquire citizenship of another country by registration within 1 year of birth is a citizen of Malaysia by operation of law

In addition, the Constitution prevents deprivation of citizenship, if it will result in statelessness and provides for citizenship to be acquired by naturalization

There is evidence that Malaysia’s nationality law can be applied inconsistently, which can result in the failure to treat individuals as nationals who are entitled to nationality under the law

This includes some 40,000 persons of Tamil and other ethnic groups originally from India who remain undocumented 
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Plantation Life	

People of Indian origin stayed in Plantation when they migrated.

Plantations are now being reduced and labour force cut short due to mechanization.

Many labourers were settled in Plantations itself and they were provided housing.

Concessions for Bhumiputera for real estate and not for Indians for houses outside the plantations.

Indians have only access to schools in plantations, mostly Tamil medium schools 











Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Political Structure



House of Representatives



National Council
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Political Represention	

Aftermath of the riots of 1969, politics in Malaysia has shifted from an ethnic-elite cooperation mechanism to a Malay hegemonic system

 In the changed political scenario, the UMNO has played a predominant role in championing the privileges of Malays on the grounds of their indigenous status, which has seeded dissonance among the sections of non-Malays

Non-Malay political parties within the ruling coalition Barisan National (BN) function without any real power

The change in power relations in the BN coalition has posed serious difficulties for the effective representation of numerically-weaker ethnic groups, such as Indians

The results of the last general elections of 2008 clearly indicate that the MIC has lost the confidence and popular support amongst the Indian community





Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Socio-Economic Marginalization

Constituting nearly eight percent of the population, Indians have been adversely affected by the pro-Malay policies (Bumiputera policies) of the regime

Meanwhile Indians, being numerically small and economically weak, have to suffer with the full brunt of government policies that prioritise Malay interests 

 According to a prominent Malaysian Indian scholar P. Ramasamy, without the necessary political support, and in the absence of equal opportunities of development, working-class Indians find it impossible to venture into business and other forms of entrepreneurial activities

Even licenses for garbage collection and disposal are denied to Indians on the grounds of their ethnicity

 In the Ninth Malaysian Plan report, it was highlighted that ethnic Indians control only 1.2 percent of the corporate wealth in Malaysia, a decline from the 1.5 percent that they controlled previously

Indians does not want to remove affirmative action programme to boost their level of economic participation; they just want the systematic removal of the discriminative racial policies that stand in the way of their progress







Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Socio-Economic Marginalization

As mentioned earlier, the majority of Malaysian Indians are Tamils, and about 60 percent of them are descended from plantation workers.

More than three hundred thousand poor Indian workers have been displaced after the plantations were acquired for property and township development over the years (CPPS 2006).

When evicted from the plantations, these people not only lost their jobs, but, more importantly, housing, basic amenities and socio-cultural facilities built up over decades.

 Despite the very large number of people involved in this involuntary stream of migration from rural plantation areas to urban areas, little or nothing was done by the authorities to provide skills training and resettle these communities in more sustainable and improved livelihoods

Thus, the government’s discriminatory policies and the worst living condition of the displaced community contributed to a situation where many Indian youths have turned to illegal activities to sustain themselves (CPPS 2006).





Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Result of Marginalization

Seventy percent of the two million Indians are very poor or poor; the national average poverty level is a mere 2.8 percent 

Less than 1 percent of Malaysia’s education budget goes to Indian schools, even though Indians comprise about 8 percent of the total population (South Asian Voice 2008).

Indians’ participation in the civil services declined from about 40 percent in 1957 to about 2 percent in 2007

78 percent of the government services are occupied by Malays, while Indians share only 4 percent 

Indians comprise 60 percent of the urban squatters and 41 percent of all beggars (The Economist, February 22nd, 2003).

95 percent of Malaysian victims shot dead by the police and 90 percent of the deaths in police and prison custody victims are Indians





Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Religious Persecution

According to a report, every one week one Hindu temple is demolished in the country. Between 2004 and 2007, 96 Hindu temples were demolished in Selangor state alone 

Many temples situated in plantations were removed after the land acquisition of the plantation by the Civil authorities.

The centuries-old Malaimel Sri Selva Kaliamman Temple, located in Kuala Lumpur, was destroyed by the City Hall Authorities on 21 April 2006 because of a violation of construction laws

the 100-year-old historical Temple of Maha Mariyaman was destroyed by the Malaysian authorities in the region of Shah Alam on 30 October 2007

Temple demolitions are only a precursor to other forms of religious persecutions amongst ethnic Indians in Malaysia

There are several cases of non-Muslim Malaysian Indians finding themselves or their children forcibly converted to Islam and unable to reverse the process

 In April 2009, the government of Prime Minister Najib Tun Rajak passed a ruling that conversion of minors should only be done with the consent of parents (both mother and father)







Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Education

In 1973, the Malaysian government implemented an affirmative action program, setting a quota of 55% of university places for Bumiputeras and the remaining 45% for Chinese and Indian students. 

 Low 2% to 3% intake of Indian students into public universities. Indians are faring badly under the meritocratic system used for university intake. Under the quota system, about 5% to 10% of the students were Indians.

Denial of scholarship, and a reduction in the space for the promotion of the ethnic and cultural rights of the non-Malays
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Myanmar 810,000

Thailand 506,197

Malaysia 40,000

Brunei 20,524

Kyrgyzstan 11,425

Viet Nam 11,000

Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion

December 2014





Stateless

Employment in rubber plantations declined from 163,577 in 1979 to 11,788 in January 2006. From 1980 to 2000.

It is estimated that more than 300,000 Indians were displaced due to the development

No assistance for these people to settle and no education / training provided

These people are by birth Malaysians, but due to their lack of knowledge and awareness of the importance of such documents they are now in a state of limbo as to their citizenship status is uncertain and are at the mercy of the authorities who could due to bureaucratic reasons deny them their citizenship right

It is estimated that there are around 40,000 Indian children in the state of Selangor alone who do not have their birth certificates

Without proper ID papers, any life functions cannot be done.
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Sustaining the culture	

Language and religion are the two prides of PIOs in Malaysia (CULTURE AND ECONOMY:TAMILS ON THE PLANTATION FRONTIER IN MALAYSIA REVISITED, 1998-99 Ravindra K. Jain)

Tamil Foundation Malaysia -

Its mission is to empower the stakeholders of Tamil education so as to promote the cause of Tamil education in Malaysia by uniting the Tamil school committees and promoting and solidifying the relationship among the Tamil schools in Malaysia.

Ensuring the PIO School children achieves 80% pass rate and the literacy rate attains 100% by 2017.

Malaysia Hindu Dharma Mamandram 

 Hindu-based non-governmental organisation in Malaysia

 It is dedicated to serving Hindus in Malaysia through religious education and spiritual development by disseminating knowledge about moral values

Malaysia Hindu Sangam

 is the only Hindu organizations in Malaysia recognised as a National Religious Body. They work closely with the Immigration Department, Inland Revenue Department. MHS also is the only Hindu organization in Malaysian Consultative Council of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism and Taoism (MCCBCHST)

Sugam Karnatica - Carnatic Music school

Malaysian Silambam Association - 7000 Students learn the martial arts.

 MSA was officially accepted as a sport under sport act 1997 and this has enabled the Silambam to be performed as an event in major games.

Currently MSA has been accepted as an affiliate member of Ministry of Sports, Olympic Council of Malaysia and National Sports Council.



Batu Caves Murugan Thai Pusam festival attracts 1 million devotees

Deepavali is a public holiday and celebrated elaborately by PIO.
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HINDRAF

Fifty thousand people assembled under the banner of the HINDRAF (Hindu Right Action Force, a composition of more than 30 non-governmental organizations) in the streets of Kuala Lumpur.

The Hindraf champions religious freedom, the abolition of Indians’ poverty and investigation into the deaths of Indians in police custody 

Unfortunately, the Malay-Muslim dominated government of Malaysia handled these non-violent and peaceful protests in a brutal manner, using tear-gas and water cannon to disperse the mob.

Several prominent Hindraf members were arrested—some on charges of sedition, and five were detained without trial under the draconian law Internal Security Act (ISA)







Expectations

Chennai Centre of Global Studies

Education

School scholarship to deserving PIO students

Students exchange program targeting PIO in Malaysia in Indian University

Accessibility of Correspondence program in Malaysia, Maybe branches of learning centres in Malaysia

Training of School teachers in India



Culture

Cultural exchange programs in Indian universities

Cultural courses conducted at various religious institutions



Social and Economical 

Development of skills by creating institutions via PIO operated NGOs

Fine arts development by conducting workshops.
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Constitution

rticle 153 Special

Art. 153 — Special Position of Bumiputras

Malays and natives of Sabah and Sarawak (collectively “bumiputras”) occupy a
“special position”. The Yang di-Pertuan Agong (YDPA) is required to safeguard
their special position in accordance with Art. 153, which provides that

1

Generally, safeguard
the special position
of bumiputras

Art153*

The YDPA must

exercise his
constitutional
functions, and
his executive
functions under
federal law, to:

* Special Notes
+The YDPA must act in accordance with Cabinet advice (Art. 40 and153(2))

Art 153 can only be amended with the consent of the Conference of Rulers.

State Constitutions may include an equivalent of Artice 153

The YDPA must also safeguard the legitimate interests of other communities in accordance with Art. 153,
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Throughout history India has faced several mternal and extemal challenges
and has alwayz, in the end, emerged victonous. Now we are agam faced with
a stupendons challenge Tt revolves aroumd the transfoamation that is urzenthy
required in our developmental sirategy and pursmt of our foreign policy
goalz.

There is a national consensus that the state - driven economy will
not be in a position to transform India nto a stromg global power. What are
required are a new vision #nd & co-operative endeavour among the three
manlmmpuumts—gwannﬂd,pﬂmmapﬂsemmmigndﬁm
mvestment.

The remarkable transformation that has taken place m China wall
naturally pose a challenge fo our policy makers. China has emerged as the
factory of the world. Beiping iz also playmng a major role i mternational
affamrs. Tt is increasng its inflnence in our immediate neighbourhood. We can
ignore these devel opments onby at our peril

Chinese transformation has come about amidst political and
economc convulsions. Untold muzery suffered by nullions durmg the Great
Leap Forward, cnmes of the Cultural Revolution and the massacre at
Tianammen Square —these are-as much a part of China's modem history as the
eradication of mass poverty and emergence as a super power. On the other
hand, we, m India, have to bring abeout transformation while refainmg our
vibrant, dynamic democratic system. We should prove that demoeracy and
development need not be antagonistic to each other

We propose to orgamze lectore-discussions, seminars and
conferences and bring about publications on matters of national Importance
feel that we have the mtellectnal acumen, experience and the expertize to
provide constructive mputs nto policy making: This provides the rationale
for a newr think tank- Chennai Centre for Global Studies.

In the mo orning I bathe my intellece in the frupmdﬂm and
cosmogonal ”pﬁ:!ﬂn}rﬁy :_'rf the B;:Iﬂi[‘l-'ﬁr Gita, since whose
compasition years of the gods have elapsed, and in
comparison with which our modern world and its firerature
.!‘Eﬂ;'l_}‘.'uli'_l_!-_! and trivial’

-—— Henry David Thoreau

Jfor
RESURGENT INDIA

(A eting o th nationakist minded business leaders) _

Venue : Hotel Green Park, vadapalani
Date : 13 December 2014 (Saturday)
Time : 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm
Dinner : 8.00 pm

Chennai Centre for Global Studies
Appasamy Orchards, Arcot Road,
Vodapaloni, Chennai - 600026 +91 94600712291
chennaicgs2014@gmail.com






Dr. S Narayanan, 1AS (Retd)

Former Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister.
Former Secretary, Finance and Economic Affairs.
Former Sccretary, Depariment of Revenue and
Department of Petroleum & Industrial Development

PROGRAMME

Praver

Sri. D.S. Rajan Welcome Address
Former Director, Cabinel Secretaniat, New Delhi, r : Presidential Address  Sri. N.5. Raghunathan
Specialist in Chinese and Japanese studies : |

Distinguished Fellow, Chennai Centre for | Panel Discussion Dr. S. Naravanan
China Studies y

Indis's Economic Diplomacy
Sri. D.S. Rajan
Prof V. Suryanarayan Sino-Indian Relations, Challenges Ahead

Former Member, National Secunity Advisory Board
Former Director,

Centre for South and South East Asian Studies
Specialist in South and South East Asian Studies

Prof. ¥, Suryanarayan
India's Neighbourhood Diplomacy

Discussion

Sri. N S Raghunathan Special Address Sri. Ravikumar

Global Presence of Indians

Alumini - IT Chennai and ITM Calcutta,

Chief Operations Officer - | Vote of Thanks
Quintessence Business Solutions & Services Pvi Lid .

Successful Business Leader, | ' W 4
Earnest Thinker and Social Activist, National Anthem

Sri. Ravikumar

International Coordinator, Dinner -----
Sewa Intemational
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AKHANDA TAMIL ULAGAM
2" INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
Venue: Golden Temple, Sripuram, Vellore, Tamil Nadu

Inauguration
Dr Viswanathan, Chancellor VIT University, Vellore
Dr. R Vanniarajan, Retd. Principal, Vivekananda College, Madurai

Special Lectures

Topic Speakers
Upholding Tamil Language and Culture Shri. L. Ganesan
Stateless People in Tamil Diaspora Prof Suryanarayanan
Concept of Sewa in Hindu Tradition Shri Shyam Parande
Positive Activities in Tamil Nadu Shri G Sthanumalayan
Economic Concepts in Kural and Gita Shri S Viswanathan
Need for Integration within Tamil Diaspora Dr. Ramasamy

Group Discussion Topics
Conditions of Tamil women in Diaspora

Problems faced by Indian Diaspora

Economic conditions of Tamils in Diaspora

Sewa activities in Tamil Diaspora

al Celebrations
alent Show by delegates
- Planning the Way Forward

~ Country Reports

Valedictory Programme

Hon. Union Minister Pon. Radhakrishnan

Dr. Vaithy Subramaniam, Dean - Sastra University

Conveners
Ramaji Sadagopan
Kuala Lumpur Malaysia Chennai, Bharat
RSVP
Mobile: +91 99468 04458 / Email: akhtu.global@gmail.com
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BOOK ON TAMIL DIASPORA

There is hardly any country in the world which does not have a Tamil element in its population. Among the Indian Diaspora, Tamils form substantial numbers. They number approximately 7.5 million. They constitute overwhelming majority of the Indian population in Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Singapore ; they are in good numbers in Myanmar, Mauritius, South Africa, Seychelles, Re-Union islands, Fiji, Trinidad, Tobago, Guyana, Suriname, Australia, New Zealand, United States, Canada, Britain and European countries.

The Tamils left the shores of Mother India at different times due to several pull and push factors. Though they were “birds of passage” in the beginning, they gradually took roots in the host countries and have become a permanent feature of the demographic profile of these countries. They try to retain Tamil traditions, while, at the same time, adapt to new surroundings. Retention of Tamil culture and adaptation to new surroundings are twin facets of these dynamic groups.  

It would be simplistic and naïve to assume that the hopes that they entertain and what the future holds for them are identical. It is closely related to the nature of their migration, their numerical numbers, their economic clout, their educational attainments and, above all, majority-minority syndrome in the countries in which they have settled. 

The book succinctly describes the challenges facing the Tamil Diaspora today. It focuses attention on the policies of the Government of India and the Government of Tamil Nadu towards them and what steps need to be taken so that the Tamil Diaspora could retain its Tamil identity, while at the same time, remain loyal citizens of the countries in which they live.

Copies of the book are available with: Chennai Centre for Global Studies, 136, Arcot Road, Chennai- 600 093. E mail: chennaicgs2014@gmail.com Price Rs. 250/-
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Chennai Centre for Global Studies

Invites you to
the release of the book

“Tamil Diaspora - Myth and Reality”

written b

<% Prof. V. Suryanarayan

Date & Time ; 17.03.2017, 5.00 p.m.
‘:(t:% Venue : New Woodlands H
(Swimming pool side hall)
Dr. Radhakrishnan Salai, Chennai

Chief Guest

Mr. Vadivelu Krishnanmoorthy
Deputy High Commissioner - Sri Lanka

Special Address

Sri. Ravikumar
Sewa International

RSVP - Ganesh R. Sadagopan
Ph: 98408 10996 President, CCGS
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                           CHENNAI CENTRE FOR GLOBAL STUDIES

Interesting session on making India Globally Strong Challenges - Opportunities -Our Role

Venue : Quality Inn, Sabari, 

Speakers: 

1. Shri. M.S. Sundar Rajan – Ex- Chairman, Indian Bank

2. Shri. Jeyakumar – Vigyan Bharathi (Intl. Science Forum)

3. Shri. Ravi Kumar – International Joint Co-ordinator, SEWA INTL. 

The program commenced with the prayer by Shri. Ganpathy followed by the dance defining the patriotism.  

The welcome address was presented by Shri. Dhandapani welcomed the dignitaries.

Speech by the Dignitaries

1. Shri Sadagopan 

Briefed about the CCGS, In 2008 it was Indian centre for south Asian Studies changed now globalized to   Chennai Centre For Global Studies. Highlighted the constraint of Tamil People from Sri Lanka , Malaysian.   Problems  faced by China was discussed , conference named “Aganda Tamil Ulagam “ held at Vellore.  “Seva International” helps people of Srilanka for education . 



2. Shri. Ravi Kumar

Spoke about Tamil Malaysians people at Jail and reason for poisoned.  Highlighted Women Tamil Central Minister.  Importance of Indian Youth , Education and Indian Students. Ratings of the Universities all over the World.  Innovations done and introduced by Indians.  Distinctions among the Countries. Indian peace keeping Pupils Empowerment of women and Children compared among other Countries. Foreigners joins the Indian Spirituals. Culture and Spiritual aspect.





3. Shri. M.S. Sundar Rajan

Enlightened Being Indian. Working population of Indians and envy of neighbours. Discussed on Average age in forthcoming Years, near future. Drawback of Engineers job Opportunity/seekers. Challenges faced by Indian Engineering Students. Banking / computer technology.  Make in India, Skill development, and other technology developments. Changes introduced in NCERT and Tamilnadu state Syllabus.  Challenges faced by Indian Unemployment. Enhancing students positivity and induction to Management possibility. Ended by saying “Knowledge is not to store but to share”.

4. Shri. Jeyakumar

Congratulated the crew of Chennai Centre of Global Studies for their initiatives. . Challenges faced while getting admission faced. Highlighted the overall aspect of challenge faced by the Indians. 



Feedback session 

1. Shri Shantha Kumar – Former Deen of Anna University

Detailed the importance of Engineering Graduates employment opportunities challenges. Enhanced the importance of Agricultural Colleges.  Skill development providing  enhancing for Engineers rather seen in other fields.  Ended by saying  the output received by the proper Inputs to excel our Country among others. 



2. Shri  Natrajan - Chennai Customs Welfare Association president 

Shared the importance of lack of communication in work place  of  English and Hindi . Further introduced the leadership and Development  Skills in Shipping and logistics Industry. 





3. Shri Ganapathy

Brought out the downgrade of Tamil employment due to Dravidars. Lack of Basic Importance of basic skills and communication graduated in any field. Detailed the importance of skill developments among Indians. 



4. Shri Sai Ram- Software Employee

Sighted the importance of Software technology in Israel. Investment in Outsourcing , whereas less importance given in Innovation Investment . By focusing on  Innovation Investment can bring out Indian Defence sector. 



5. Shri Sudhakar- Banker

Constrains in Youth Education and Employment . Serving the Medical field in affordable cost and serve people. Giving importance to the choice of kids/children interest in a ethical way. Responsibility of parents to bring out the children as per there desire .



6. Shri Sekhar- Secratary of CCGS

Spoke about the importance of agriculture and Ecological imbalance. Kept as a suggestion in front of the dignitaries. 



7. Shri. V. Thaianban –Musician and Rtd. RBI staff

Spoke about the negligence of values and Importance of our Country India. Briefed how Dravidar Governance came into existence. Highlighted Dominance of  Sanskrit language and Musical Language conversion took place because of Aryans. Enlighted the predominance of Carnatic music  which made Tamil Music down. 





8. Shri. Andal Chockalingam- 

Highlighted the importance of Indian Currency  compared to US in field of Exchange . Says, At the back side of the U.S. 1dollar  there is a picture like monumental tower which resembles the 3D version of “Shri Chakra of Kancheepuram Temple” . Briefed about the research made by the Russian Scientist who came up with the value and importance of monumental tower of Shri Chakra of Kancheepuram Temple . Ended by saying the seeing Hindu Religion in Technical and  Scientific Benefits. 



Vote of Thanks:

Shri Anand Sriram ended up with the Vote of thanks by Thanking all the dignitaries and other speakers who shared their thoughts , Ideas and Suggestion.

The event concluded with National Anthem. 
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SRI

TAMILS IN REUNION: LOSING CULTURAL IDENTITY

V. SURYANARAYAN*

	There is hardly any country in the world, which does not have an Indian element in its population. So wide is its spread that it could rightly be said that the Sun never sets on the Indian population.

	Among the Indian Diaspora, Tamils form a substantial minority - 8 million out of 35 million. They constitute the overwhelming majority of the Indian population in Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore and Reunion. They are in good numbers in Myanmar, Indonesia, South Africa, Mauritius, Seychelles, Fiji, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, Suriname, Australia, New Zealand, Gulf countries, England, United States, Canada and European Union.  

	It would be simplistic and naïve to assume that the problems that these people face and what the future holds for them are identical. Their future is closely intertwined with the nature of their migration, their numerical numbers, their educational status, their professional attainments and above all, the majority – minority syndrome in the countries in which they have settled. 

	Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Singapore form one category.  Tamil language is recognized as one of the two national languages in Sri Lanka; it is one of the official languages in Singapore;  and in Malaysia the government has  introduced Tamil as the medium of instruction in primary  level and as an optional language in higher levels. As a minority the Tamils share political power; there is religious freedom, though in Malaysia increasing signs of religious intolerance are becoming evident. Tamil media is vibrant and geographical contiguity with Tamil Nadu has enabled the Tamils to maintain close linkages and keep Tamil identity.

	In Myanmar, Indonesia, South Africa and in Reunion the situation is very different   In Myanmar those who rule the country are trying to build the nation on the basis of their language and religion.  When a Tamil child is enrolled in the school the child has to take a Burmese name. Hindu women have to wear Burmese dress when they go to office. There are no facilities to learn Tamil language. Tamil children, therefore, are losing their linguistic roots.  In South Africa majority of the Tamils have lost their linguistic skills, the language of communication and medium of education being English.  However, there is complete religious freedom.  India’s policy of isolating the apartheid regime meant no contact between India and South Africa for a long time. In Indonesia Bahasa Indonesia is the national and official language and the Indian community speaks only in Bahasa.

	Mauritius has an active Tamil community. Tamil is taught in schools and Tamil culture, literature and practices abound. There are many Tamil temples which keep Tamil cultural and religious practices alive. The Government encourages and participates actively in functions organized by the Tamil community.    

Reunion represents the most pathetic case. Tamils have already lost their cultural and religious identity. However, what is heartening is the new stirring within the community. There is a keen desire to find their cultural roots but the necessary sustenance is not coming forth from India and Tamil Nadu. The more perceptive among them feel that the present Government in New Delhi can and should positively respond to their longings and aspirations 

	Dr. Kalai Selvam Shanmugam, President, Tamil Sangham, Reunion was in Chennai recently. The Chennai Centre for Global Studies arranged an informal get together with those involved in the study and research on Tamil Diaspora. In his candid and frank presentation, Dr. Shanmugam described the nature of their migration, the trials and tribulations they underwent and how, despite heavy odds, the Tamil community has made a mark in the social, economic and political life of the county. In order to understand their problems, it is necessary to highlight certain realities about Reunion.  

	Reunion lies to the Southeast of Madagascar, 226 kms West of Mauritius and is 9000 miles away from Mumbai. Of the total population of nearly 800,000 people nearly 25 per cent are Tamils. When the institution of slavery was abolished in Reunion in 1848 the sugar cane plantation owners were keen to have continuous supply of docile cheap labour. They turned to Pondicherry, the French colonial possession, for this purpose. Under the indenture system large numbers of Tamil labourers were recruited. They were packed in decks in rickety ships, given unhygienic food, with no medical facilities. Many fell sick and died on the way. After reaching Reunion they were quarantined. Those who survived the quarantine were sent to sugar plantations, where they led a life of misery and were exploited from morning to night.

	The prosperity of Reunion was built on the sweat and agony of Tamil plantation workers. In the late 19th and 20th centuries Gujarati Muslim merchants also migrated and they gradually began to monopolise trade and commerce in Reunion.  It is interesting to note that today most Muslim women wear Western dress, though few of them have taken to Moslem dress and are putting on the veil. 

	Thanks to the initiative taken by Dr. Shanmugam and his colleagues and his colleagues in Reunion Tamil Sangham a plaque has been installed in the place where Indian workers were quarantined. The English translation of the inscription reads as follows:      

Homage

On this Thursday

					30th October 1997,

					Day of Deepavali,

					We bring the light 

					To the first engaged Indians

					Who died at this site

	Two consequences of French colonial rule should be highlighted. Under French colonial patronage, Christian Missionaries, with bell, book and candle, arrived in Reunion and began to convert the Tamils into Christianity. A Tamil priest from San Thome Chruch in Chennai was taken to Reunion, who systematically began to denigrate Hindu religious practices. He mentioned that the custom of lighting camphor before the God was an illustration of black magic, whereas lighting candle in the Church was a sure way to salvation. By a combination of carrot and stick the Tamils were converted to Christianity. But so strong was the hold of the Hindu religion that conversion into Christianity did not lead to complete obliteration of Hinduism. Dr Shanmugam mentioned that in the rear portion of every Tamil Christian house, there was a small structure dedicated to Mariamman where they worshipped the village Gods and, on special occasions, offered animal sacrifices. Some sort of syncretic religion developed among the Tamils. This simultaneous practice of Hindu and Christian religious rites has earned them the appellation of “being socially Catholic and privately Hindu”. It is an illustration of the adaptability of Hinduism. The Hindus have the unique capacity to co-exist with people who follow other religious faiths or, what is unique about Reunion is the fact religious practices are an amalgam of Hindu and Christian religious rites.  

	As mentioned earlier, several Hindu traditions have been subsumed by Christian traditions. The cult of Mariamman has been absorbed into the worship of Virgin Mary. Janmashtami, birth day of God Krishna, is considered to be the date of birth of Jesus Christ. Saint Expedit, worshipped locally, is identified with Goddess Kali.  

	When I speak of syncretic nature of Hindu religion I am fond of mentioning the reality that in India the most melodious Hindu religious songs in Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada and Telugu are sung by a Christian, Yesudas. During the freedom movement, Gandhiji used to say that he was simultaneously a Hindu, a Muslim, a Christian, a Buddhist, a Jain, a Sikh and a Parsee. On one occasion Jinnah responded only a Hindu can say that.

	May I mention an incident from the post-independence history of Indonesia. In the late 1950’s when the Pakistani Muslim leaders wanted to build bridges with Indonesia on the basis of Islam, Sukarno is reported to have told Z A Bhutto, “ I am a Moslem by religious faith, but a Hindu by culture”.

	The second consequence was the introduction of French language in every sphere of life. All inhabitants of Reunion were required to take French names.  For example, in Reunion Dr. Kalaiselvam Shanmugam is known by his French name, Docteur Chanemougame. French is the language of administration and also the medium of instruction. Though there are facilities for learning Tamil language as an optional language in few schools and in the University of Reunion, very few students learn Tamil. The language of communication is  French.    	

	France never considered Reunion as a colony, but as an overseas French possession, a distant province of France. As a result, people of Indian origin have been conferred French citizenship.  Unlike Myanmar and Malaysia, there is no problem of statelessness. What is more, there have been no ethnic tensions and there is an air of peace and tranquility. The indentured labourers have broken their shackles, have risen high and are playing an active role in the political, social and economic life the country. 

	Language and religion are the two basic pillars of cultural identity. In recent years there are attempts to bring about cultural revival among the Tamils. The Tamil Sangham is playing a catalytic role in this direction. Pongal, Deepavali, Tai Pusam and other festivals are celebrated with gusto. With the BJP in power in New Delhi the desire to strengthen cultural bonds with Mother India and Tamil Nadu have increased. Dr. Selvam Shanmugam highlighted the fact that India, especially Tamil Nadu, can play a significant role in religious and cultural revival.

	The integrationist policy pursued by France, under which Tamils were required to take French names, has now been relaxed. What is more, the proximity to Mauritius also has paved the way for cultural interaction. The religious breakdown of population in Reunion is not available, but according to many perceptive observers, majority of Tamils still follow Hindu religion.  And, what is more, even the Christian community, cling on to Hindu customs and traditions.  

	Dr Shanmugam’s lucid presentation was followed by a lively discussion. On the specific question of different religious practices co-existing in Reunion, it was felt that any attempt to project one form of worship to be superior to another form will create divisions within the Tamil Society. Sanskritisation is a slow and steady process and it will take a long time for the Tamils in the Island to give up their age old practices. It was further highlighted that Hinduism is a way of life, it has different philosophies and it encompasses different forms of worship.  The linkages and diversities within Hindu religion have to be honoured and respected. The Rig Veda was the first sacred text in the world to proclaim the truth Vasudaiva Kutumbakam - the world is one family. There are numerous philosophies within Hinduism and their harmonious co-existence was epitomized by another Rig Vedic statement - Ekam Sat, Vipra Bahuda Vadanti – Truth is one, the learned interpret it in many ways. We have to uphold these principles, in theory and practice, if we want to bring about a cultural revival among the Tamils in Reunion.  

	The audience felt deeply pained when Dr Shamugam pointed out that some Gurukkals (Temple priests) brought from Tamil Nadu were more interested in making money than in spreading the gospels of Hinduism. The Visva Hindu Parishad must immediately take corrective steps in this matter. 

	Dr. Shanmugam highlighted and contrasted the policy being pursued by China in strengthening Chinese identity among the miniscule Chinese population. China, which has good relations with France, has opened Confucian Centres in Reunion; these Centres teach Chinese language to the local Chinese and also encourage their regular visits to China. 

	The first pre-requisite is to send a fact finding mission to Reunion. Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad should constitute a small committee of scholars, well versed in Tamil culture and problems of Tamil Diaspora, and depute them to Reunion for an on the spot study of the problem. The report of the Committee along with recommendations could form the basis of our new policy towards Reunion.  Simultaneously the Reunion Tamil Sangham should be invited to come to India; meetings should be arranged with Prime Minister, Minister for External Affairs, leaders of the Visva Hindu Parishad and allied organizations. The team should also undertake a tour of Tamil Nadu, visit important centres of religious and cultural significance and hold discussions with those in Tamil Nadu Government involved in policy making. 

	The Indian Council for Cultural Relations should immediately open an India Centre in Reunion. The India Centre should be headed by a scholar well versed in the problems of Tamil Diaspora. Given proper leadership and support the India Centre could become the nodal point of cultural efflorescence. 

	Reunion, at present, has academic exchange programme only with  Pondicherry University. The educational exchange programme should also cover International Institute of Tamil Studies; the Dravidian School of Linguistics and Madras and Madurai Universities. Scholarships, along with hostel facilities, should be offered so that young Tamil scholars from Reunion could come to India for higher studies. Arrangements should be worked out with cultural institutions like Kalakshetra and Nrityodaya so that talented students from Reunion could come to India and specialize in classical music and dance. 

	Tourism has considerable potential. The Department of Tourism should arrange cultural tours at regular intervels so that more and more Tamils come to India and learn about their glorious heritage. 

	Visual media – TV and Cinema- can play an important role in creating awareness about India’s cultural heritage. TV serials like Ramayana and Mahabharata and films like Kandan Karunai and Thiruvilaiyadal have enormous potential to rejuvenate the Tamil community. These films, with French subtitles, should be shown in Reunion. At present local people have access only to Vijay TV. Steps should be taken to introduce other Tamil Channels also so that Tamils have access to good programmes.  To being with Doordarshan Podhigai could be transmitted to Reunion via Mauritius. 

	The Government of India should persuade the Government of France to declare Deepavali, Pongal and Tamil New Year as national holidays in Reunion. This step would be welcomed by the Tamils and would also illustrate that the Government of Reunion is sensitive to the feelings and aspirations of the minority communities.  

	Dr. Shanmugam suggested that it will be a good idea if the Government of India provides facilities for the Tamils in Reunion to acquire Overseas Indian Citizenship. Dr. Shanmugam has acquired Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) cards. It was easy for him because he migrated to Reunion after independence; he had also the necessary documentation about date and place of birth etc. The eligibility criterion for OCI is as follows: The candidate should have migrated after independence, acquired the citizenship of the host country and is eager to acquire Overseas Indian citizenship. The application for OCI is made on an individual basis. The overwhelming majority of Tamils in Reunion belong to the third and fourth generation and, what is more, they do not possess necessary documentation. However, we can request the Tamil Sangham in Reunion to submit a memorandum to the Government of India on the subject. The Reunion Tamil community could solicit the support of the Mahatma Gandhi Institute in Mauritius to see if the Institute could assist in tracking their roots in India, which would facilitate their obtaining the OCI.   
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SOUTHEAST ASIA’S CULTURAL INDEBTEDNESS TO INDIA

V. SURYANARAYAN*

	On June 25, 2019 Chennai witnessed a spectacular and memorable meeting. The meeting was organized by Andal Bakthargal Peravai and Chennai Centre for Global Studies. The Guest of Honour was Phra Maha Raja Guru Bidhsrivisudhigun, the religious adviser and preceptor to the King of Thailand.  The Rajguru performs the religious rites associated with coronation as a result of which the King acquires divinity and gets the title of Rama. The entourage of Rajguru consisted of four people, and they were dressed in white dhoti worn up to the knees, a white buttoned up coat and white shoes. What was striking about the entourage was their well- oiled kudumi (tuft) whicb proves that their ancestors hailed from Tamil Nadu. There are 14 Brahmins today in Thailand, they are highly respected and they keep alive the Hindu traditions. In fact, they are unofficial Indian ambassadors in Thailand. 

	According to an inscription found in a Thai temple the Brahmins had come to Thailand from a village called Ramnagar near Chidambaram in Tamil Nadu. The long years of residence in a new country meant that they have forgotten Tamil. The Rajguru is unable to speak in English also.  But the silver lining of the function was Rajguru’s son, Bhishma Rahas Brahmanakul, who had his education in Tamil Nadu and specialized in Marine Engineering. He spoke in English, interspersed with Tamil and proudly proclaimed that whenever he comes to Chennai he felt that he was completely at home.  

	Ravikumar, who had visited Southeast Asia, including Thailand, several times and written books and articles on Indian cultural impact in these countries delivered a scholarly presentation. Based on his wide reading and field work in Southeast Asian countries,  Ravikumar enthralled the audience. He exploded many myths propagated by Western writers. For example he explained that the history of Singapore did not start in 1819, when Stamford Raffles founded the city, but went back to Rajendra Chola’ s time when a Hindu prince was ruling parts of Singapore. The function was an intellectual treat. 

	While discussing India’s abiding cultural influences in Southeast Asia, it must be pointed out that the greatest Hindu temple in the world is not in India, but is in Cambodia. Angkor Wat, constructed by Suryavarman II, dedicated to Vishnu, carries in architectural form, Samudhra Manthan, churning of the ocean. On one side are the Devas, on the other side are the Asuras, the rope is serpent Vasuki and the churning stick is Mount Meru. It must be highlighted that we do not have Samudra Manthan depicted in any of the temples in India.  

	I want to deal with two countries in Southeast Asia, Indonesia and Thailand. The people of these two countries, one is predominantly Muslim and the other is predominantly Buddhist, are proud of their Hindu heritage.  India does not evoke the memories of an imperialist past in Southeast Asian minds. Except for the Chola invasion in early 11th century, which did not leave any lasting impact, the interaction has been benign and led to the cultural efflorescence of Indonesia. The Indonesian leaders frequently acknowledged this fact. To illustrate Sukarno wrote in an article in The Hindu dated January 4, 1945:  “In the veins of every one of my people flows the blood of Indian ancestors and the culture that we possess is seeped through and through with Indian influences. Two thousand years ago, people from your country came to Yavadvipa and Suvarnadvipa in the spirit of brotherly love. They gave the initiative to found powerful kingdoms such as those of Sri Vijaya, Mataram and Majapahit. We learnt to worship the very Gods that you worship still and we fashioned a culture that even today is largely identical with your own. Later, we turned to Islam, but that religion too was brought to us by people coming from both sides of the Indus”.  In the late 1950’s when ZA Bhutto tried to build bridges of understanding between Pakistan and Indonesia on the basis of Islam, Sukarno told him, “I am a Muslim by religious faith. but I am a Hindu by cultural heritage”.

	The influence of Ramayana in both Indonesia and Thailand is profound. It is not only an epic of India, but also the national epic of these two countries. Ramayana has been a perennial source of inspiration and is told and retold for several generations. In that process it has undergone variations and adaptations. Even in the world of scholarship relating to Ramayana tradition, it must be mentioned that the first International Ramayana Conference was not organized by India, but by Indonesia in August-September 1971.

	What is admirable about the Indonesian leaders is the fact that they do not shy away from celebrating their glorious heritage. President Sukarno was named after the Mahabharata hero Karna. The Government of Indonesia has issued several stamps featuring Ramayana and Mahabharata heroes. The Indonesian Airlines is known as Garuda Airlines.  Ramayana was translated into kawi language even before Kamba Ramayana was published in 1200 AD. The Central Bank of Indonesia is named after the Hindu God of Wealth Kubera. Sage Agastya’s statues are found in different parts of Java. Hanuman is the official mascot of Indonesian military intelligence. In the 1977 Asian games held in Jakarta, the official mascot was Hanuman. 

	When you travel down from the Sukarno-Hatta International Airport to the Merdeka square, you come across several beautiful sculpted figures from Hindu mythology, Bhima, Garuda and Hanuman. But the most beautiful among them is the depiction of Arjuna Vijaya in which God Krishna and Arjuna are in a chariot. This beautiful piece of sculpture was constructed during the Suharto regime. Equally beautiful is the statue of Goddess Saraswathi which adorns the front portion of the Indonesian Embassy in Washington DC. 

	Turning to Thailand the international airport in Bangkok is called Suvarnabhumi. What attracts you in the airport is the beautiful depiction of Samudramanthan. 

I will not be doing full justice to the subject if I do not refer to the untiring efforts and intellectual acumen of Padmashri Mahamahopadhyaya Satya Vrat Shastri, a “living legend in Sanskrit” and an eminent Indologist. Prof Satya Vrat Shastri was Visiting Professor in Chulalongkorn University (1977-79) and in Silpakorn University (1988-1991). He extensively toured in Thailand and was impressed by Indian imprint in Thai way of life.  He mastered the Thai version of Ramayana and published a book entitled Ramakirtimahakavyam (A Sanskit Mahakavya on Thai Ramkein) which was published in 1990. Prof. Visudh Busyakul, the well-known Thai academic, has summed up Prof Shastri’s contributions as follows, “We are grateful to him from the academic point of view as well as from the fact that by means of his literary efforts he has effectively been an ambassador whose ultimate aim is to strengthen the cultural bond between our two countries, India and Thailand”. 

	A tree is known by its fruits. Among Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri’s students in Chulalaongkorn University was Her Royal Highness Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, the princess of Thailand.  Thanks to Prof Satya Vrat Shastri’s inspiration, she developed keen interest in Indian culture, India’s cultural imprint in Southeast Asian countries and varying versions of Ramayana. She mastered Sanskrit, Pali and English and specialized in epigraphy and history. From 1978 she came to India regularly, travelled widely and exchanged ideas with academics and Hindu religious leaders. A keen photographer she held a photo exhibition in India International Centre in November –December 2016. It was appropriately called My Fond Memories of India. In recognition of her efforts to promote India-Thailand relations, the Government of India, on March 31, 2017, conferred on her Padma Bhushan.

	In her foreword to Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri’s book on Ramkein, Her Royal Highness mentions that Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri was “passionately in love” with Thailand  and it was this  fact that inspired him to write the monumental book. To quote: “It is a good idea to acquaint the people outside Thailand with the Thai version of the Rama story, which differs from all the others. ..I am sure the work will meet with full applause from lovers of literature”. 

	I Invited Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri to come to Madras University and address the faculty and students of the Centre for South and Southeast Asian Studies, University of Madras in April 1998.  I cannot resist the temptation and want to quote two incidents narrated by Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri in the course of his lectures. The first incident took place in 1978 in the Saket railway station. He saw a lady with two small children, aged about 8 and 6 years. Both of them were putting on five tufts of hair. The scene immediately reminded Prof Satya Vrata Shastri of ancient Dharmashastra, which mentions kakapaksas, the five tufts to be worn by boys during tonsure ceremony. The Ramayana records that Lord Rama was having them while accompanying Sage Visvamitra. A tradition which has become extinct in India still prevails in Thailand.

	The second incident which left an indelible imprint on Prof. Satya Vrata Shastri’s mind took place in Chieng Mai in 1992. He had gone there to witness the consecration of a Hindu temple. Along with the idols to be consecrated there were innumerable small idols. On enquiry Satya Vrata Shastri was told that the Thai Buddhist devotees had brought them from their homes so that idols they worship could also be consecrated. What touched Prof. Satya Vrata Shastri is the fact that the Thais see no contradiction in being Hindu and Buddhist at the same time. 

	The question naturally arises: Why do we in India shy away from celebrating our national epics? Why do we not install statues of Rama, Krishna, Garuda, Parasurama,  Mahabali and others? Our epics are not Hindu epics, they are national epics.  When I was associated with University of Calicut few years ago as the first Professor for Maritime Studies, I came across Moplah Ramayana, a version of Ramayana very popular among the local Muslims. In Kerala on Vijayadashami day, Vidyarambam begins for all children. At the age of 4, not only Hindu children, but Christian and Muslim children also are initiated into writing.  During the Ayyappa season, every devotee before he reaches Sabari Mala, prays in Vavar Kavu, a darga for Bawa, who is considered to be a brother of Lord Ayyappa. One of the most renowned authorities on Kamba Rmayana in Tamil Nadu was Late Justice Ismail. In Sri Rangam God Vishnu is believed to have married a Muslim woman, Tulukka Nachiar, and the first offering to the Lord every day is Roti. According to contemporary Jesuit chronicles, the Mughal emperor, Akbar used to pray twice a week according to Hindu traditions, twice a week according to Christian traditions and the rest of the days according to Islamic traditions. Like the characters in Moliere’s play, who convey without speaking anything, Akbar was a secularist long before the concept of secularism came into vogue. To say Hindus tolerate other religions is not true; they accept all religions as part of Indian tradition. 

· DR. V. Suryanarayan is Founding Director and Retired Senior Professor, Centre for South and Southeast Asian Studies, University of Madras. His e mail id: suryageeth@gmail.com
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Andal Bakthargal Peravai [ABP]
& Chennai Centre for Global Studies [CCGS]

Co’ulia/[y Invites you fo’z the Felicitation [7_1/ the
gxemp[a’z s in the Land of Mayanmats
and Alwazs to the messenge’t of
’nayanma&s and /4/wazs

on 26th June 2019, 07.00 pm
at Raintree Hotel, Anna Salai, Chennai

Presidential Address by
Shri R. Sadagopan
President - Chennai Centre for Global Studies
Welcome Address by
Dr. Andal P Chockalingam
President - Andal Bakthargal Peravai
Guest of Honour:
Thailand Phra Maha Raja Guru Bidhisrivisudhigun

Chief Guest Dr. N Gopalaswami [.A.S
Former Chief Election Commissioner of India

Corner Stone Address Shri.Ravikumar
International Coordinator - Sewa International

Note: Event will be followed by Dinner}
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Chennai Centre for Global Studies
(CCGS)

Welcames
the elites of Chennairto impress
uporn them on the
Emppness @Y 18th Centuwny

Veera Mangai Vel Natchiar

an 10th July Wednesday, 7.00 pom.
at Quality Jnn Sabari Fatel,
T.P. Road, T. Nagar, Chennai - 17.
Special Address by :
Skri Ravi Kumar

International Co-Ordinator, Sewa - International

Chief Guest :
Shri 4. Adalarasan

Ramanathapuram Samasthanam

Note : Event will be followed by Dinner








image1.jpeg




image2.emf
 


image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
cces

then Centre for Global

B
L





